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The uneven global recovery continued, with disparate growth rates upending market expectations once 
again as US growth accelerated beyond consensus estimates while global growth lagged. Our thought 
now is that the optimism for US growth is a bit overdone and pessimism around lethargic global growth 
rates has swung too far to the downside. As such, we expect a slight pullback in US growth and an uptick 
for the global economic expansion. We view central bank policy as a linchpin keeping the recovery on 
track and we expect central bankers to continue to move cautiously and adjust policy as needed, based 
on market realities and not on static models. Our hope is for clear communication and minimal uncer-
tainty as unexpected monetary policy moves will undoubtedly lead to even greater volatility. The biggest 
threat to the ongoing recovery is the persistent air of protectionism as illustrated by the tough trade talk 
and escalating tariffs; they have the potential to create a further drag to growth. Given these challenges, 
we continue to believe that emerging markets (EM)—although very volatile—should outperform.

Market Review

�� US interest rates remained attractive by all historical standards and relative to all other developed markets.

�� The US spread sectors have generally held up over the first half of 2018 while the rest of the world has 
been more challenged.

�� Weakness outside of the US led to widespread negative returns, with EM underperforming significantly.

�� Trade policy has been the most substantial threat to the global recovery, as we have not had an era of 
protectionism in the last 30 years.

US Economic Outlook

�� We expect US growth to slow slightly next year with inflation remaining moderate.

�� While we think wage pressure will continue to be benign, the housing market may be reaching a peak.

Global Economic Outlook

�� Slowing money growth suggests low global inflation; we expect that global growth and inflation will moderate.

�� Global monetary policy will continue to play a major role in the recovery, and must be carried out carefully. We 
expect more volatility like we saw this year should central banks misjudge the market or mishandle communica-
tion regarding policy moves.

�� Europe: European growth, despite massive pessimism about the challenges of Brexit and Italy, has actually 
been sturdy and we expect that to continue. Going forward, we expect a European growth rate between 
1.5% and 2.0%.

�� Japan: Japan’s current fiscal and monetary policy mix supports moderate growth.

© Western Asset Management Company, LLC 2018. This publication is the property of Western Asset and is intended for the sole use of its clients, consultants, and other intended 
recipients. It should not be forwarded to any other person. Contents herein should be treated as confidential and proprietary information. This material may not be reproduced 
or used in any form or medium without express written permission.

Webcast Summary

4Q18 Market & Strategy Update 

Ken Leech
Chief Investment Officer



Market & Strategy Update

2Western Asset	 Webcast Summary October 25, 2018

Past results are not indicative of future investment results. This publication is for informational purposes only and reflects the current opinions of Western Asset. Information 
contained herein is believed to be accurate, but cannot be guaranteed. Opinions represented are not intended as an offer or solicitation with respect to the purchase or sale of 
any security and are subject to change without notice. Statements in this material should not be considered investment advice. Employees and/or clients of Western Asset may 
have a position in the securities mentioned. This publication has been prepared without taking into account your objectives, financial situation or needs. Before acting on this 
information, you should consider its appropriateness having regard to your objectives, financial situation or needs. It is your responsibility to be aware of and observe the ap-
plicable laws and regulations of your country of residence. 

Western Asset Management Company Distribuidora de Títulos e Valores Mobiliários Limitada is authorised and regulated by Comissão de Valores Mobiliários and Banco Central 
do Brasil. Western Asset Management Company Pty Ltd ABN 41 117 767 923 is the holder of the Australian Financial Services Licence 303160. Western Asset Management Com-
pany Pte. Ltd. Co. Reg. No. 200007692R is a holder of a Capital Markets Services Licence for fund management and regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore. Western 
Asset Management Company Ltd is a registered Financial Instruments Business Operator and regulated by the Financial Services Agency of Japan. Western Asset Management 
Company Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (“FCA”). This communication is intended for distribution to Professional Clients only if deemed 
to be a financial promotion in the UK and EEA countries as defined by the FCA or MiFID II rules.

Investment Themes

�� We think the “divergence trade,” whereby the US is moving in an opposite direction from non-US issues, 
will abate.

�� High-yield: The high-yield default rate is declining sharply. Our focus is on BB bonds with “rising star” 
status that have the potential to be upgraded to investment-grade within a short period of time; we are 
paying close attention to issue selection. 

�� Investment-grade: The growth of BBB bonds has been incredible with BBBs now comprising 45% of the 
credit index ($2.7 trillion). We favor metals and mining, sub-banking, energy and US credit issues.

�� EM: EM inflation remains remarkably subdued; EM valuations look attractive both on a historical basis and 
relative to developed markets.

Q&A Highlights

�� The new US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) deal is a big positive for Mexico, and while we’ve 
reduced our position there marginally because of the improvement in prices, we remain optimistic about 
the total return potential in Mexico.

�� Our view is that in a very low inflation environment where inflation is contained and moving up very 
slowly if at all, higher short-term rates are actually going to lead to flatter yield curves.

�� Our baseline scenario is for a soft Brexit deal but we think there are a lot of related risks, and that the mar-
ket’s pessimism is misplaced regarding Italy falling off a cliff or Brexit causing some meaningful implosion 
in Europe. 

�� Global debt is very detrimental to the long-term growth outlook and eventually the fiscal easing we’ve 
seen lately may be replaced by some type of fiscal tightening that would bring the growth rate down.


